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| CE HOUGH the peinci 
2 ſelt love is very x; th . 
and works v ngly in 
las humane mat do though we 
bave all the advantages that 
we end wht both from reaſon and revela- 
tion, for the directi it to its defined end, 
even our ſafety and happineſs ; yet it is one 
| of the hardeſt things in the world to 
2 felf-deception : nor is there any thing in 
which mankind are more willingly deluded, 
or take more pains to cheat and impoſe 
upon themſelves, than in matters where the 
8 5 A 2 error 
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very oon and fuddenty. 'be paſt 
This is ſadly. verified . 50 Rect to 5 
all, who believe that there is a Governor 
and Judge of the world, acknowledge to be 
indiſpenſibly neceſlary. to ſecure his favour 
re eee that is, repentance. Whilſt 

rtance thereof is in words con- 


| Keitel _ hn e miſery conſequent upon, and 


adjudged to, the leaving of this world deſti- 
tute of it, is owned, yet alaſs! how many 
under this conviction live regardleſs of the 
moſt awakening calls to repentance, and un- 
moved amidſt the moſt alarming denuncia- 
tions againſt impenitency. One of the chief 
cauſes hereof 1 apprehend is, © an indeter- 
minate purpoſe of repenting before they 
die: by which, I fear, is generally, if not 
always, meant by thoſe who form it, the 
ſeaſon! when they are actually leaving the 
world, and can no longer /in, any more than 
live. The main ground upon which the ap- 
prehended ſufficiency. of ſuch a repentance 
— the foundation on which the hopes of 
its acceptance are built, ſeems to be the in- 
ſtance we have in the Goſpel, commonly 
deſcribed. by that of the thief upon the, croſs. 
Of this only one Evangeliſt, St. Luke, 
hath given us any circumſtantial or particu- 
lar account: which is this, “That this ma- 
« lefactor did meet with a very full aſſurance 
* of ACEEPRRne: 40 ur — our 1— 1 | 
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e Lord, and in "bis laſt-moments tos, upon an 
ec application en made to him for mercy: 
« When this criminal, who had but a very 
little time to live, and was ſuffering death 
© for his evi/ deeds; put up a prayer to the 
<«, Saviour of the world for his gracious re- 

« gards in thoſe words, Lord remember me 
ce when thou comeſt into 42 12 * he was 
« anſwered by A i 7, promiſe of 
«, ſpeedy, happineſs: Te us ſaid unto. him, 
< mo L. jay unto thee, to jo ſhalt thou be 
«1th me in paradiſe . This is acknow- 
ledged to be the ſacred hiſtorian's account, 
and excepting a very fe circumſtances reſ- 
pecting his companion that was crucified 
with him, this is all: the account that we 
have of this malefactor. 

From this paſſage many profeſſed Chriſti- 
ans have promiſed themſelves and others 
the favour of God, and the mercy of our 
Lord Jeſus unto eternal life upon a very late 
repentance; even upon that which Fek and 
dying circumſtances will admit of. They 
have grounded this concluſion upon it, and ac- 
ted upon it, thatall that is — to ſal- 
vation may be done in a very little time before 

we die, and be as ectually ſecured then by an 
application for mercy, accompanied with ſor- 
row, as at any other aue, 2 6 ren of 
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no parable, nor any thing of that kind: but 
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Thi appears to me 4 moſt de e 
for the 5 of ſouls; _— fatal 
; 4 wretched ſtratagern to unite and 
ee the wideſt extreams of moral cha- 
racter and condition z even thoſe, of indul- 
gence to wiekedneſs and the hopes of ſalva- 

tion; a living to the Devil and a dying to 


the Lord. One would wonder how any 


who are ac 


inted with the Gofpel and 


conduct themſelves by it; who are able to 
diſcern 4 oontradiction and would not blaſ- 


pheme che ſon of man, ſnould ever ground 
ſach” & notion upon this paſſage, which 
re the leaft confideration muſt appear a 
groſs and palpable abuſe; and a concluſion 
moſt contrary to qur Lord's intention. To 
evidence this, I would make the following 
reinarks on this iflage of ſcripture. 

. Romark. It lies in the Goſpel, I think; 
wiorcly, as bifory or as .a matter of fa? ; 
and Was not, as far as I can fee, intended 
by our Lord to convey any moral inſtruction. 
It is acknowledged, that our Saviour fre- 
quently made uſe of parables, fimilhudes, 
and repreſentations, for the conveying ſome 
doctrine, for the eſtabliſhing ſome truth that 
he had been inculemting, or for the ilbuſtra- 
ting the reaſonableneſs or unreafonableneſs 
of ſome particular behaviour for the en- 


couragement or the expoſing of thoſe with 


whom he had to do. But this before us is 


18s 


[7] 

1s a relation of fads, merely circunzſtantiul in 
the account of our Lord's crucifixion. Hes ſufe 
Fering with two makefa#tors, we are told by one 
of the hiſtorians, was recorded with denen: 
namely, to evidence the fulfilment of that pro- 
phecy concerning him, chat be ſbould be num: 
bred with tranſgreſſars, or that be ſhould ſ uf- 
fer with criminals F_ This is warrant ſuffi- 
cient for us to dray that inſtruction from it. 
But the Goſpel is altogether filent as to any 
dehign in its recording the particular circum- 
ſtance of this malefactor's application to our 


, - - 


Lord, and his reply to him. It only hi 
rically relates, that one of the thieves, 
whilſt he hung upon the croſs, prayed. to 
our Lord to remember him,. and | he ale 


effectual for obtaining .of Go 
dae eee whaterer tie ds agg. 
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MO 
life had Jak 417 Hen. Well, biit if this is 
the truth as to the a itſelf, it may be 
there is ground for aſſerting the validity of 
a death bed repentance from its connection 
with other circumſtances in the hiſtory.” In 
anſwer to that I would remark 

2. It doth not appear to me that it was 
immediately the repentance of this malefac- 
tor that recommended him to mefcy. The 
evangeliſt Luke is the only one 5:0 gives 
us the particulars of the caſe: and all that 
he recites that looks lite 1. 2 in this 
criminal is only, that de rebuked his 
companion as impious in reviling our 
Lord, and reproached him for his ſtupidi- 
ty in being inſenſible of his own circumſtan- 
ces as a dying criminal; at the fame time 
acknowledging his own juſt deſert of the 
puniſhment that he himſelf was ſuffering 4. 
Surely, no one that knows what Goſpel re- 
pentance is, will dare, merely from theſe cir- 
cumſtances, to pronounce his repentance to 
be genuine; much leſs to be ſo very pecu 
Jar and ſingular, as upon that account to 
obtain from our Lord the grant and aſſurance 
of happineſs: which he gave him: and this 
is all that we know of his penitent diſpoſi- 
tion and behaviour. If he is conſidered as 
a ent, it can only be /uppoſed, ſince it is 

ange much leſs" Sar am light 
or inſtruction from thence to itte "our 
Sul | minds, 
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gg” at tree of the one kf _ 
tion and behaviour. is neceflary and will be 
ſufficient for a ſinner's finding mercy, undet 
dying citcumſtances. If what is related of 
him be ſufficient (and all beyond the hiſtory 
is bare ſurmiſe = conjecture) none need 
fear miſcarrying but thoſe who die ſtupidly 
or ſuddenly, 

But 1 hombly think that he doth not ſtand 
recorded as 4 penitent : this is not the light 
in which he is repreſented. If ſo, there is 
not a ſhadow of reaſon to ground the accep- 
tance of a late repentance upon it; nor have 
ſuch penitents any 5 to do with it. The 

grant of happineſs made to him was imme- 
diately conſequent upon his requeſting to be 
remembered by Chriſt in his kingdom: but 
I ſee not any thing of repentance expreſſed 
therein : it is only à general deſire of being 
made happy with him, or by him; which 
in itſelf amounts to no more, than a prefe- 
rence of happineſs to miſery, : and that he had 
an opportunity of putting up 4 Lord have 
mercy. upon me: but who, will fay that this is 
an evidenge of repentance fu efficient to oye] 
11 

Should it 1 be aſked, what was it in 
this dying criminal's caſe, that was the ground 
and reaſon of our Lord's ſolemn aſſurance of 
, to bim? ce 

anſwer: „it was in general, the — 5 
and publick acknowledgment and confeſſion 
B hat 


oO — ů 
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that he made of our Lord's claims and cha- 
racter, at a ſeaſon when the one was univer- 
fally difowned and vilified, and the other 
loaded and blackned by the moſt ignomini- 
ous aſperſions and treatment,” More parti- 
cularly. | | 
fe avowed his belief of our Lord's pre- 
tenſions as the ſon of God and the Meſſiah 
that ſhould appear, when he was ſeemingly 
forſaken of God, and born down by the com- 
mon yote and cry, as a deceiver and impoſ- 
tor. He knew that the death which our ſa- 
viour died in common/with him and his com- 
panion, was the moſt ignominious one ; and 
thereby he was degraded to a level with him- 
ſelf: but under this mark of infamy, this 
ſign of the greateſt demerit, which was in- 
tended to leave the moſt deteſtable impreſ- 
fions on the minds of the people, to fink 
his reputation and to ſu ppl al regards to- 
wards him, this malefactor proclaims his dig- 
nity and his innocence. He acknowledged 
his royalty in the higheſt ſenſe in which he 
had claimed it, at a ſeaſon when he was 


ſuffering for that very claim, and actually 


treated upon that very account as a moſt no- 
torious deceiver and impoſtor, in order to 
deter any from owning him. He placed his 
hope on him as entring upon a glory and a king- 
dom, and upon his power to make his fol- 
lowers and friends happy with him, of which 


number he defired to be one; yea and to 
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be no happier than fins crucified Lord could 


render him.” 


I apprehend it was FED illuftrious and FR 
gular teſtimony bore to the bleſſed Jeſus, at fo 
peculiar a ſeaſon, when his circumſtances 
conſpired to diſcourage all faith, hope, and 
truſt in him, that was the ground of that fa- 
vour and aſſurance of acceptance that he re- 
ceived from our Lord. Herein this dying 
criminal exceeded the Apoſtles themſelves. 
But what reſemblance is there between this 
triumphant faith in and confeſſion of the di- 
vine character of the Lord Jeſus; and the re- 
morſe, tears, and cries of fick-bed penitents'? 
How noble and generous the one, how ſelf- 
iſh the other ! It may be left with every im- 
partial mind to determine, which is likely 
to have moſt of the convert and chriſtian in 
it: which exhibits the ſtrongeſt evidenet of 
the change and religion of the heart. And 
hereupon I think it is as eaſy to ſee, why ſoch 
a behaviour as this dying malefactot's might 
procute him the promiſe of merey and fa- 
vour, whilſt the death-· bed penitent may 
juſtly look upon his hopes thereof at the moſt 
as very precarious and uncertain. © The act of 
the one is widely different from that of the 
other, and therefore cannot be a precedent 
for the encouragement of the latter. 

But here it may be ſuggeſted: was not 
this faith and confeſſion of the malefactor 
born and d macs juſt when he was leaving the 

B 2 world? 
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world? was it not in the very article of death i 
Why then may not a repentance, exerciſed at 
uh: a ſeaſon, be as certainly owned and-ve- 
warded by farour and mercy at this day, 
ſince we are aſſuted that forgiveneſs is an- 
nexed in the Goſpel to repentance ? If that 
circumſtance of the criminal's faith, it's being 
late; and: not till bis laſt moments, did not — 
vent its acceptance, mo ſhould[a late 7 = 
tance be rejected and invalid upon that ac- 
cuumt? Fhis leads the to another [remark 
which, L,;thiok, will be a full anſwer thereto. 
3. The wide difference in the circumſtances 
of this malefactor and our renders his faith 
and our repentance ſſentially different, though 
they ſhould be both are, or egualiy near the 
cloſe of life. The biſtory. ſaying very little 
of this criminal, we can enter no further in- 
to his circumſtances than probabilities go. 
Now it appears probable to me, that he 
was a Jew, from our Lord's repreſenting to 
him a future happineſs under the term of 
paradiſe, which would have been underſtood 
only by, one of that nation, as it was familiar 
only, to them It is alſo probable, that 
he knew. nothing of Chriſt but by common 
fame; which being modelled and giyen out 
to the common people by the Rulers and 
Phariſees, to whoſe: ſentiments they were en- 
ſlaved, he had imbibed the prejudices which: 
they laboured to inſtil againſt our Lord, and 
un nes never troubled himſelf about 
| bim 


* * Wy 
him. t is alſo a plauſible conjecture, that 
it was but a little while before his crucifixion, 
that he could in his fituation obtain a true 
knowledge of our Saviour's character, or the, 
evidences of his pretenſions; and that he was 
put upon this enquiry from an intimation that 
he was to be crucified with him; This is 
certain, that he had obtained ſuch a know- 
ledge of our; Lord's pretenſions and Perg. 
ſals, and bad ſo ſeriouſly. weighed, them, as 
to come out to execution prepared and — 
mined to confeſs him, and to avow himſelf. 
his diſciple: this he publickly did upon the 
firſt opportunity that he had, after his con- 
viction, of declaring his faith and truſt in 
bim, which was w . hanging on a croſe, 


and in the cloſe of life Thus. it is highly, 


are that as ſoon as he could attain. to the 
owledge of Chriſt, he believed in him: it 
is alſo certain from the hiſtory, that he 
thereupon did in a very ſingular manner evi- 
dence his faith in him, in the only way, and 
upon the fr/? Je oppor rtunty, that offered for it; 
which happened to be "nd before he left the: 
world: and upon this he was aflured of mer- 
cy and ene | 

If this was the true ſlate of this criminal's 'F 
caſe, with what colour of reaſon, can any 
death-bed penitents among /: Chriſtians . pre- 


tend to draw this example into a rule or en- 
couragement to themſelyes, in reſpect of the 
merey and N of God? What reſem- 


blance 


— 
. 


En > © tides ⏑ 


hr ä —— ů —-V —- — 


- PPP Gp RP IE cx — — 


— +: 


4 ——Ä—KW(—LfÄ————— A — or ee 7 BOr „ 
— "RR * A . 7 6 * ; : K 

- n * * 
— . — — 


[ 4401 


tide of 3 is there between Ba 


Faith in Chriſt upon his firſt attaining the 


knowledge of his true character, and his evi- 
dencing his faith by one illuſtrious act, which 

was all he could do; and our profeſſed faith in 
him, accompanied with a practical denial of 
that profeſſion, amidſt a lang ſucceſſion of o 

portunities and engagements for the fit 
ing the fincerity of our faith? low wide is 
—— diffefence between his being brought to 
the very knowledge of Chriſt juſt beſche he 


died, and our putting off our repentance, 


which we acknowledge indiſpenſibly neceſſa- 
ry unto that very time? Though they are 


both late, yet they are far from being the 
ſame things, even in thut reſpect: ſince in the 


caſe of the malefactor it was accidentally, in 
ours it is 4/ignedy, late: in him it was in a 
good degree unavoidable, in us it is matter of 
cboice: Tho could not believe in Chriſt for 
want of knowing lim, we will not repent. 
from a reſolved indulgence to iniquity, ſoon- 


et. From this vie w of the two caſes, he is 


ſo far from appearing à late penitent, that in 
reality, his ſituation being conſidered, he was 
an early convert; ſince it is robable that his 
faith in Chriſt, and his prolelfien of it, by 
avowing a diſcipleſhip to him, though at be 
chſe of life, was the improvement of the firſt 
* he had of obtaining the know- 
edge of him, and the effect of his firſt con- 
wen of che truth of his character, and = ; 
Vail» 


137 
validity of his pretenſions. | But what con- 
ſolation can they extract, from the favour 
that he found from hence, who defer their 
repentance to the laſt, at the expence of ma- 
ny convictions, the loſs of many opportuni- 
ties for it, and a reſolved diſregard of _ 
calls and invitations to it? _ | 

4 Remark, We have not a ſufficlent ac- 
quaintance th this malefactor, td qualify 
us for drawing any concluſion in favour of a 
ſick- bed repentance, from what he found at 
the laſt. The hiſtory is abſolutely filent as 
to his circumſtances and character before bis 
- crucifixion, excepting that he had been a 
thief. How — raſb and preſum- 

ptuous then is it, to make him an example 
or precedent to ourſelves, or to propoſe him 
as ſuch to others! How much out of cha- 
racer is it, for Chriſtians to reſt ſuch an e- 
vent as the obtaining eternal ſalvation, upon 
the reception that he met with from our 
Lord, whilſt we are ſo much in the dark as 
to bis ſituation for advantages, his habitual 
courſe and conduct, upon which the guilt of 
our acts, and the goodneſs or badneſs of our 
moral character, greatly depends. We can 
only conjecture in his caſe, as I hinted be- 
fore; and probabilities ſeem to me to be all 

againſt thoſe who take or give encourage 
ment from this inſtance, as to the validity of 
a late repentance. But ſuppoſing it were o- 
therwiſe, ſince all that C: can be ſuggeſted as to 


the 


the particulars of his character, can anount 
to no more than cpnjecture, it is madneſs to 
build any hope, much more to ground a/ dur 
expectation, of the divine favour upon ſuch 
gueſſes and ſurmiſes, where the gteateſt cet- 
_ tainty and ſureſt foundation * neceſſary, and 
may be obtained, © * ” 

The hiſtory ſtiles him a with Actor, or evil- 
doer, and very deſervedly, as It tells us his 
crime was robbery.” It was a crime, for which 
he himſelf acknowledges death was a due re- 
ward ®, But we are not informed whether 
this was a practice and way of life, ot *whe- 
ther it was the firff fictoft that Kind, or whe- 
ther he had been guilty of any other that 
was notorious, It might be is firſt fact 
for any thing that his puniſhment, infamous 
as it was, ſaith to the contrary. Under our 
uncertainty as to this particular, it is very pre- 
ſumptuous and bold to apply this inſtance 
for the encouraging the hope of any who, 
we know, have ſived in and followed fuch 
practices, when, for'ought any one knows, 
the caſes are widely different. If it was this 
malefactor's fir/t fact, though it was im itſelf 
of an heinous nature, and might, from ſome 

circumſtances, be greatly aggravated, and 
though the ſafety of the community render- 
ed it neceſſary that he ſhould be made an 
example before men, yet he might not need 
that OPIN that. fome. others may” do, 
Who 

6 Like! xiii, ey 


Ng [7] | 
who ate not with a crime like 
his. am perſuaded in my own mind, that 
a general habit of irreligion, a-- general diſ- 
regard to fin and duty, a —— in the 
ways of: the heart, and in the fight of the 
eyes, or an habitual devotedneſs to the grati- 
fying inclination and appetite, though by 
ſome means or other it ſhould not be attend- 
ed with what the world accounts ſcandalous, 
may evidence a much more degenerate mind, 
and be the contraſting a much greater de- 
gree of guilt, than any particular fingle act of 
iniquity may carry in itſelf. 9 
Every one muſt allow that there are foms 
circumſtances that greatly alleviate crimes in 
the fight of God and man, though the juſtice 
of a nation hath no regard to them. Such 
ate the being thrown: very young upon the 
wide world; the having no education; no 
overſeer, guide, and inſtructor ; the * 
early expoſed to all that which” poverty, or 
the worſt of company, can drive to. Theſe 
and ſuch like circumſtances, I ſay, are rea- 
ſonably allowed to extenuate the guilt of 
crimes. in the eye of God, whilſt their con- 
traries greatly aggtavate them. Whether the 
one or the other of theſe was the caſe of this 
malefactor, we are abſolutely ignorant; thou 
furely it is neceſſary that —— 
before we can judge of his character as a 
criminal ; — can ſay what repentance 
was « neceſſary for him to exerciſe; and, con- 
rl C- ſequently, 


— _—_— 
— — 3 — 
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ſequently, before we can have any rational 


foundation for hope of mercy, from what 


he found. Unleſs it was a ſimilar or like- 
caſe to our on, what concluſion can we 
draw from it in our own favour ? And it can 
be ſtiled only a like-caſe, from the ſameneſs 
of circumſtances in reſpect of his guilt and 
repentance; as to both which we are ln 
ly in the dark. 

5 Remark. There is nothing i in be hiſto= 
ry to lead us to believe, that he ſinned upon 

a preſumption of mercy: at laſt, or upon a 
þ cb upon a late repentance, This, 1 
apprehend, makes a wide difference in his 
caſe from theirs, who take any encourage- 
ment to perſiſt in the practice of vice from 
the favour that he experienced; ſuppcfing, 
but not granting, that he ſtands recorded up- 
on the account of his contrition and forrow 


For bis fins. The continuing in iniquity up- 


on the reſerve of a death-bed repentance, is 
in itſelf an aggravation of the crimes com- 
mitted upon that encouragement : for in juſt 
conſtruction, it is ſinning that grace may a- 
bound; it is a vilifying and depretiating the 
divine favour, as if it was obtainable upon 
the ſlighteſt terms; and repreſenting that 
repentance, which the wiſdom and holineſs 
of God hath fixed upon as the indiſpenſible 
condition of his forgiveneſs, to be conſiſtent 
with a life of iniquity. But is there the leaſt 
bint of ſuch a n upon mercy in this 


male- 


* J 
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malefactor's 'caſe, including ſuch refleions 


gainſt the loudeſt calſs, invitations, and de- 
mands f a ſpeedy lepentance, till we can in- 


there is nothing in the account which the E- 
vangeliſt gives ds of this dying malefactor, 
that can give the leaſt encouragement to pro- 
felled but wicked Chriſtians, to hope” for 
the acceptance of their 'death-bed repentance. 
It was fever recorded with any ſych defign : 
the two ciſes Rave nothing of a 'reſemblance 
between them, upon which to ground an 
expectation of metey on the part of ſuch 
Chriſtians; fince they never can be in the 
circumſtances in which he was. How can 
they then with any reaſon promiſe themſelves 
the fayour that he found, or make him any 
rule or example to thethiſlves ? 1 
To what I have ſuggeſted from the ation 
itſelf as it ſtands in the Goſpel, from whence 
we derive all our knowledge of it, I Would 
| " 8 1 


I. This is the only. paſſage that can 


209 
. 
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ſubjoin a few arguments from tho. vg 
nature of the thing, in confirmation, of ch 
conduſion'I have drawn, from the, acoount 
Ttfelf; namely, that it yields-not the leaſt © 
foundation for an hope or truſt in the validity 

7 i e 


of a late repentance: much leſs was it in- 


tended to etabliſÞ that notion. Now., ih : 
any colbur be brought from the Golpel, 1 
Tavour of the efficacy and. ſufficiency ot ſuch 
a repentance. This appedre 10 me ig be a 
very ſtrong argumeht, that ſuch an applica- 
tion of this inſtance. wa not only befiges, but 
contrary to, our Lord's intentio | tis pw 
Towed by Chriſtians, * that the Goſpel "Y 
BR rule of faith and practice, the char- 
"ter of hope and happineſs: that it is in- 
"tended and calculated 0 anſwer. that very 
[momentous queſtion, to the ſatisfaction of 


© 4 


. 


#* wt 
* 
14 


every honeſt enquirer; “How. we may be 
reſtored to the favour. of our offended Sove- 


"reign, and obtain mercy and pardon ander a 


d the ſatisfaction 
of 


| thr 


Lal 
On the vontraty, it is left 
to be wbelh e a 
le, Mort, biſtor 00. Can it 
EN. uppoſed that in a ſeheme, in which ſueh 
a * — * laid upon repentance, and ſuch 
iſſues ate declared to depend upon it, that, if 
this re might be relied upon as fuf- 
ficient, thete would not he much ſtronger 
gtound for our truſt therein, and that we 
mould not find it declared 20 be een 
1 other places? Mot) fl, +5 nab 97 
In out Lord's 1 er 6 this male 
prayer, a future fate of. dlif aftet this — 15 
plainly aſſerted, when he aſſures him r 
th 


be ſhould be with him in Paradiſe 
had this been the / only place wherein this 
truth bad been taught, it might reaſonably 
have been deubted and: diſp puted : ſiace it 
could not be ſuppoſed that 4 eee {d in- 
tereſting, upon which. ſhe hope; the: oobſo: 
— ION SING 
| wou oyer in ſo curſorx 
a manner, or left, to he determined by and 
reſt upon one g expteſſion, oc, 
uſed, without any mark 10 its being ame 

to inſtruct us in any Anh. en 2727 

This — then being the 4 e 

e Goſpel, as 

that to countenaace the — — A 
death-bed repentance, there. is the: higheſt 
probability that it was not intended to cone 
| TIT OT 


d 


peared," bringing ſalvation 70 


Ls! 
And that this is the truth will be undetiable, 
if we conſider 
2. That ſhould our Lord by this ales 
of: the thief upon the croſs defign to aſſure 
us, that a ſinner,” who had lived all his'days 
in a known and preſumptuous violation of 


the divine laws, might lay à claim to the 
ee and favour of the Goſpel covenant 
the repentance / that he exerciſes at the 
60 of life, he would abſolutely defeat the 
very deſign of the Goſpel, fruſtate his ovyn 
end as the revealer of it, and n udtual- 
ly the miniſter of ſi nn 
The grace of Gol, che Goſpe 


4005 * 
men a8 a 
perfect rule of life and manners, it inſiſts 
alſo upon our denying, ot ſorlaking, ungoali- 
neſs and worldly lufts, ond living ſoberly, righ- 
teoufly and godly in this preſent world.” By 
this means it propoſes to qualify us for! the 
ſalvation it brings. Theſe are the ſtanding 
conditions of our obtaining of it, and conſe- 
quently they are the meaſures by which the 
Judge of the world will proceed in confer- 
ring it. The Goſpel i is intended at once to 
prepare us for it, and entitle us to it: by de- 
livering us from the vaſſalage and dominion 
of ſin, by the crucifying the fleſh with its 
affections and luſts, by cleanſing us from all 
filthineſs both of fleh. and ſpirit; and here- 
upon to transform us by the renewing of the 
mlt to tranſlate our affections to-things 
above, 


| e 

above, to render us a peculiar people, diſ- 
tinguiſhed by our walking: worthy of God 
unto all pleaſing, and perfecting our holineſs 
through his fear.” But, if amidſt all theſe 
expreſs declaratigns as to the defign- of the 
Goſpel'and its great revealer, the inſtakce be- 
fore us warrants us to rely upon a death-bed 
ſorrow and remorſe as ſufficient for ſalva- 
tion, it is directly making them all void: it 
is juſtifying us in our diſregard of them, fince 
an expedient is hereby found out to anſwer 
the ſame purpoſe as our attending and prac- 
tiſing according to thoſe injunctions. Upon 
this ſuppoſition it is undeniable, that the Goſ- 
pel is at variance with itſelf ; that our Lord 
hath defeated his own defign as the world's 
great reformer ; ſince he hath left us at full 
liberty to act as we will, anti! we come to 
die: and 7hen hath inſured our acceptance, 


— 


if- we are but capable of lamenting our fol- 


ly, and of imploring mercy. But can that be a 
doctrine or privilege of the Goſpel, which in 
its immediate conſequence and influence de- 
ſtroys the very Goſpel itſelf in its main de- 


fign, and eventually promiſes the reward of 
the penitent to the worker of iniquity ? Sure 
ly none can believe this, but ſuch as are 
pared to ſwallow any deception for the lake 
of continuing in their fins! - - 

3. The repetitance which an hpiring or 
cloſing life will admit of, falls greatly ſhott 
* that 0 which the Goſpel hath annexed 


ſalvation. 


f 


cores not up to that ſtandard will be reject- 
add, and leave us difappointed and undone. 


| jor arent a very making; contrition and 


U 26 


ſalvation. As ſinnecs we nog. the merey of 


God to ſave us from his diſpleaſure: upon 
what terms he will beſtow it, he only can aſſure 
us. | This he bath done by that ineſtimable 
bleſſing, the Golpel of bis grace 3 in that he 
hath in the plaineſt and ſtrongeſt manner 
connected the — — of ſins. with repen-- 
tance, - He who hath ſetied this connection, 

bath alſo particularly de/cribed the repentance 
that: ſhall ſecure this happy iſſue, 1 
aur miſtaking it, to render it difficu 

for the hypocrite to impoſe upon himſelf, 

and to yield a ſure foundation for the hope 
and confidence of the upright, What there- 


fore. is not Goſpel : repentance is none: what: 


Is it not evident to common ſenſe, that as 
they who have not the faith the Goſpel re- 


quires, are unbelievers, that they. alſo whoſe 
repentance is not what the Goſpel preſcribes, 


are impenitent. Now, if we take our mea- 
— and form our ſentiments from thence of 
that repentance; to which the promiſe of for- 


_ givene(s and acceptance. is annexed, and con- 
fined. too, we need no more to ſatisfy, us, 


that, what is made neceſſary for the ear 
ing them. ungt be cercised unde a dying 


circumſtance, '. 
A pecſon in the laſt. Gage of life may 
make very liberal confeſnions of guilt, he 


remorſe, 


U 25 ] 

remorſe, and be very truly grieved for a paſt: 
life ne may with with all his bears that he had 
| liſtened to — voice of God and conſcience, 
and form very fincere; reſolutions of amend- 
ment and reformation,” ſhould he be ſpared. 
But the Goſpel, and the nature of the dure. 
requires much more than this: that inſi 
upon our forſaking or breaking off from our; 
fins as a deliberate ; choſen” act, whilſt we are 
Capable of following them; but when they 
have been perſiſted in until the cloſe of life, 
it can only be ſaid that they for ſabe us, but 
with no ptoptiety or truth, That we have Fir- 

ſalen them. A per, Fre- obedience and con- 
tinuance in well doing, ai neioneſi of: life,” a 

walking before. Gad in holineſi and rigbiecujſ 
neſs, the being boly in all manner of conuerſa- 
ſation, ora convenſation becoming . the Goſpel. 
F Cbriſt, are indiſpenſibly neceſſary to the 
obtaining the fayour of God to eternal life. 
Now, if the Goſpel be conſiſtent with it- 
ſelf ; if repentance ſhall be available for for- 
giveneſs 3 theſe muſt be eſential; branches of, 
that tepentance that ſhall entitle: us to it; or, 
the doing the will of our heavenly father muſt 
be included in it. But in what capacity is a 
Ting run. for dae how need | 


The paths of the Apaſile juſt ner OT 
is but 2 ſummary of Goſpel repentance : 
by that I am willing — * 


1 Titus it. 11, 13. 


1 261 
be determined. Can any one who is afraid 
af deetiving himfelf;. ever admit the thought, 
that dratli bed forrows and-confelfiors when 
ity and! capacity for inning csaſes, 


come up to that Ania of ungodlinsſ;) and | 


workth ſts that is required, or that dying 
Pn e 880 hos por and 


- :It:may. V Git ada x for 
is nat allowed — Gbedlenet yet 
it Goch wid knömv his heave: float: lee 
his reſolutions to de ſueh as would produce 


it- had he lived; he may accept . e he 
un do, as acuh done.” . Ws 


Lanſwer. This is ſuch a eee 
that no one; who underſtands and believes 
the im governs his 


portance of the caſe, and 


hopes and fears by the Gone, Come. ever 


ſoggeſt, or in the ſeaſt depend The 
t is founded upon God axcepting 
the will for the deed.“ Now, if this 18 


true in one circumſtance, it doth net follow y 


that it is ſo in another ſince different cir- 


cummſtances conſtitute quite different cafes, - 


amd dead to quite different conchafidns: And 


Lapptehend, however juſtly this rule may be 


applitd; whatever conſolation it may wartant- 


ably yield, in ſome caſes, that yet in the caſe? 

hene uu, it is actually detvlive; andi the com- 
fort ontracted from it will iſſue in diſap- 

pbintment. For d geil! wy For I + 


ne 
w 


t K 
. „ + 


—- 
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It ie Tappoſed that à perſon. wh hi 
enjoyed: 7 means for tepentatice, much 
time and many opportunities for the execution 
of his Rabea reſolutions; and that his pre- 
ent wart of time is owing to his baving 
"waſted and thrown: a _ What was given, 
and "was abundantly ſufficient for, "that 5 
ge, à reſolved 8 to a coutle o 
' Now fuppoſing, that G0 4 
- Know 158 no onie elfe cd know, that: 
putpoles of this dying ſinner for an amend- 
ment and reform gt of life would have 
been performed had he lived, yet what rea- 
ſon is there to think, that bi will chould 
be accepted for his derd, or that his purpo- 
ſes ſhould avail him for performances, when 
the want of opportunity for execution was 
from bis own default, and from a criminal 
alienation of the ſpace granted and lengthened 
out for 1 bringing forth fruits meet for te- 
tance 
Further: the Goſpel abundantly declares 
as inſiſts upon it, that all which can be 
done for the procuring the divine favour and 
| is Emited. 5/4 the preſent life, 
the Apoſtle e s his great ſollicitude that 
the Oainthiens might 5 5 the bleflings of 
pardon and falvation, to which they were 
called by the Goſpel, ke p refles upon them 
the application of the n time ta that 
purpoſe : as if the immediately preſent day 
'D , BESS might 


12 


3 


[+881] 
might decide the affair *. In like manner 
the author to the Hebrews exhorting them 
to an attention to the divine voice, urges it 
Wich that argument, 1 day; in that it is 
fr 70 day, faith be, you may plainly ſee 
the danger of continuing in unbelief and im- 
8 +. Now, what force is there in 
this argument, but as it contains an aſſurance, 
that, our ſtate, beyond the grave ſhall be mo- 
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or that whatever, is undone when death puts 
a period to this life, is of no. conſideration 
"or. avail towards the happineſs of another ? 
What probability then is there that God will 
regard thoſe late , Purpoſes, however . ſincere, 
that are not made, till the Day appointed for 
Working is ſhutting i in, and the night is ad- 
80. when the ſuppoſed penitent was 4 
ſured t ere would be no working; and which 
cannot be propoſed. to be executed within 
the ſeaſon that God hath ſet for thoſe per- 


* & #44 & % 


on mo conſideration more, to prove; that 
18 


ule. cannot be juſt! lied to the caſe 
ef 4 death · bed W 88 _ 


Gu bleſſed Lord. hath affured us, that the 
ward, that be hath he that is, the Golſ- 
4 pel, 


* 2 Cor. vi. 1, . tus ii. 75 13 15. { Mat. xxv. 11, 12 


delled by what is actually dane on this fide; 


formances that ſhall be available for his —4 


. of the virgins Jan would ſug- 


0 


( 


) 


1 29 
pel, -that very word, ſhall judge men, or be the 


rule of their judgment, who have lived un- 
der it, in the laſt day . 


By that their charac 
ters as entitled to a reſurrection of life,” or 
-doomed to a reſurrection of condemnation 
ſhall be ſettled: no other meaſures will be 
taken in the diſplay of mercy and jauſtice, 
but what are therein laid down. Now, where 
is there the leaſt intimation in the account that 
we have of the proceſs of that day, that God 


will deal with any according to what they 


might, or would hereafter be and do, or that 
he will accept of the reſolutron of the dying 
finner, for a future life of obedience; where 
he knew that it would have been executed 
had he lived longer? The repeated 
declarations relating to that day of decifion 
and doom look quite another way. We are 
told that we are to give an account of what 
we have done, whilſt we were in this bodily 


fate f. They are paſt actions that have been 
done, and not any foreſeen futurities, by which 


the final ſentence ſhall be governed. 80 that 


ſhould the dying ſinner's will be accepted for 


his deeds, I ſee not how he could be judged 
for his works, which the Goſpel c 

declares ſhall be the caſe: for we ate not cal 
led to will, but to work out our ſalvation : nor 
can I underſtand to what end a time ſhould 
be alloted for the obtaining pardon and falva- 
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tion; nor why-there dhould be 


J 


— 
dans that 8 done pr 

the dixine meroy muſt be done within the limi- 
ted ſpace; if at the ſame time what was neuer 
done ſhall anſwer the Game end, or if meer 
wilh and, intention ſhall ptove as ſucceſsful as 
Rice, apd perfortiabee- In ſhort,” if this 
true, wWe may enter into life 40:4hout” * 


ing the commandwen ese 


From hence ſutely e may draw: this con 


duſiog; that.ſaving cbentande was never cal. 
culated for a ſicl and dyiag 


circumftance : it 
ſuits. nothing but lite, properly ſo called; or a 
capacity, ſot an amendment by a courſe of ac- 
tions. This very: probably is the reaſon; why 
What is exerciſeſ at ſuch a ſeaſon is not ex- 
Hei or . 4 ſo mauy coords; gdeclared>in the 


Goſpel to he invalid 3+becauſe it ſappoſes that 


thoſe who take their ſontiments of it rom the 
ſtanderd, mult ſec that 8 feal worth 
and of chief. repentanbe, is im 
practicable at ſuch a 1 and that wert 


. we but. 85 ſollicitous about the divine accep. 


tance, and as frarſul of a diſappcintrhent, as 
might be expected from reaſonable creatures 
Vs never could reſt our hopes of mary, _ 
9 enen in the cleft of life.” 
juſtly may wedraw another concluſion, 
nomalnthet. & it is folly even to madneſs to 
expoſe our eternal * to ſuch an hazard, 
1 MF! 1 uno 5 as 
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upon an bee Tay 


with knowing 


ing, what. the 
nites in a. e ecke be abſolutely neceſ- 


. may occation.”- Menhinks it is very 


1 1 32.3 
out time or capacity for pu p thoſe cries 
for mercy, upon which t ging ſuſpended 
all their hopes of it? Hare not many fied 
prepare for an exchange 
of; worlds, who have made that RAP 
any thing of their going 

or that they were near CT What. 
then could pa. contribute towards an 
one ?--- Why hath ous great diſpoſer, i in 4 
e our lie and breath is, thrown a veil 
futurity, and hid the time, with every 
ene, in the manner, of our dying. 


from us? . 151g ph eo poſtpon- 
mankind u 


ſary to our final acceptance, and to proclaim | 


_ the deluſion of ary: thzag any future 


promiſes and reſolutions we can make to 
ourſelves about it? Upon the moſt, impartial 
view of the caſe, I cannot but ſubſcribe. to 
what d truly honourable perſon. faith, That 
. for A eee ſick-bed a fit time to be- 
gin repentance, which may well employ 
whole man in his calmeſt ſtate: of mind, 
« ig a delirium as great as any that di 


. ; 
firable to be ſatisfied of the truth of our, repen- 


- tance,” when all our hopes of an happy iſſue . 
depend upon what the an. bach 


o- 


nounced to be true , ne but, W. 
"Sq ; 8 4 po 3 


My 
3 


"Tal 


poſed ſeaſon? by what evidences (ball we be a- 


ble to aſſure our own hearts, that our prayers 
and remorſe, our declarations and reſolves, are 


| the fruits of a real change of judgment, will, 
and affeRions, and not the effects of diſtreſs 
and conſternation? or that they flow from te- 
-ligious principles and convictions, and are not 
meerly extorted, like the vows of the mariner 


in a tempeſt, by the near apprehenſions of 


death, and the horror of the ſtate to which 
that may conſign us? Whatever ſymptoms of 


repentance are found in perſons under the near 


views of death, contrary to the whole tenor 
of a preceeding life, they may juſtly be ſuſ- 
a by themſelves ; from the many inſtances 
of the moſt ſolemn vows and reſolutions of 
amendment, that have been forgotten and vio- 
lated, upon a recovery from thoſe diſorders 


and l dangers that produced them. I know of 


no teſt that ſuch circumſtances admit of, from 
-whence the mind may derive a ſubſtantial ſa- 
tisfaction as to the goodneſs of the principle, 
or. the fincerity of the acts. And oh! what 
an heart-ach may doubts. about our repentance 
excite when an eternity is in view ! How pain- 
ful is meer uncertainty, when a perſon hath 
an happy or miſerable immortality juſt before 
them! I heartily wiſh that the dying {inner 
may find the mercy that he ſeeks and needs : 
Not can he do better in ſuch a circumſtance 


E than 
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chan to implote it, with the moſt humble and 
a acknowledgments of his ungrateful 
and aggravated diſobedience :' Bot ſurely it is 
neither rational pity, nor chriſtian charity, 


ſpeaks terror; nor will any pretences of pre- 
venting the dying ſinner's deſpair, juſtify the 
encouraging of the living finner's preſum 

It is the latter that is the cauſe of the former: 
and therefore it is ſo far from being tender- 


neſs and compaſſion, that it is the greateſt in- 


ſtance of cruelty, to our own and others ſouls, 
to encourage their indulging a hope of mer- 
cy for which the Goſpel yields no ground: 
And it can be no other than deluſion to apply 


or take ſanctuary, in the inſtance we have 


. conſidered, as eſtabliſhing the validity of a 
late repentance ; fince if that was the defign, 


it would be an actual repealing the laws of 


the Goſpel, and the declared conditions of ſal- 
vation; at the ſame time giving a ſtanding 
encouragement to an unreſtrained licentiouſ- 
neſs. For what need is there of going. thro' 
the ſtruggles and ſelf-denials, the watchful- 
neſs and circumſpection, which is required to 
a genuine and faving repentance, when the 
fame happineſs may be ſecured by prayers 


and tears at the cloſe of life, and a ife too of 


abſolute inartt mor! ? 


The 


peace to thoſe, to whom the Goſpel | 


bh 


ſy 


4 
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The obvious inſtruction from all that hath 
ers faid' is this, and if it hath been juſt, it 
is at the hazard of our eternal hopes to diſre- 

ird it, apt that we conſider. and im- 
prove life (what deſerves to be ſo called) as 
The ſpace for repentance ; given and len gthened 
out by the Lord of our lives for that very 
end , the application of which is under his 


” 2, 


ſtrict "oblarvations - the meaſure of which is 


governed abſolutely by his will ; whilſt it is 
the only ſtate of * and tryal for an 
eternity before us. Oh! may we never truſt 
to any thing at the ground of our future ex- 
ctations, but what the Goſpel warrants and 
a judgment day will confirm! Our Lord will 
ever own and ratify his own declarations, 
whilſt he will never depart from them: But 
as for our own inventions, the more confidently 
they are relied upon, the greater diſa nd 
ment will they leave us under. Surely the ſtate 
of that creature muſt be deſperate; and deplor- 
able, whoſe hope of acceptance depends upon 
God s diſpenſing with his own abb 
terms! And bow. much better is that hope 
which is grounded on a penitent death, in- 
ſtead of an holy and obedient Life? If we 
are wiſe and would be happy at laſt, let us 
ſeek the Lord whilſt ve are ſure he may be 
found, and call upon him, whilſt we are ſure 
he 


® Rey. ü. 21. 


bit? g i 36 * 

he is near: Let us give glory to him, and 
ovide for our own preſent Gifattion and 

| e ſafety, before he cauſe darkneſs, and 

4 before our feet ſtumble upon the dark moun- 

„ 7 tains. For, however we are deceived, God 

.- 3s not to be mocked ; but, whatſoever we 


1 now ſow, that. halt we alſo reap... _ 
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